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“A warehouse is judged the day it is loaded, not the day it is handed over. Everything we

do is built for the second date.”

ARSHAD  MAHMOOD

Our first Dubai licence was issued on 16 November 1976. It is still on file, it still carries the number

101098, and it is the reason this profile can say fifty years without qualification.

The city was a different place. The work was not. Get the levels right, get the steel up straight, finish what you

started, and be there when the client calls two years later. Everything since has been an extension of that.

Much of our industrial work over those decades was done quietly, for owners who wanted a building that

worked and had no interest in seeing it published. A great deal of it predates any system we had for keeping

records. What survives from that period is not a photograph — it is the licence file, and the way we build.

Abu Ali Contracting LLC was incorporated in 2003 under licence 549995, adding building contracting to

ground-plus-twelve and steel constructions contracting to what the group already held. That was an

administrative step, not a beginning.

Today the centre of gravity of the business is industrial. Pre-engineered steel warehouses, open sheds,

workshop and storage buildings, service and office blocks, loading aprons, and the full mechanical and fire

package that goes with them. We design it, we submit it, we build it, and we hand it over with the certificates in

order. The civil crews, the aluminium and glass workshop, the HVAC team, and the carpentry shop are ours —

employed, licensed, and on our own payroll.

That is the argument for using us on an industrial project. There is no chain of subcontractors to chase, no gap

between the structural drawing and the man welding the purlin, and one person accountable for the programme.

Arshad Mahmood

Chief Executive Officer

Abu Ali Contracting LLC · Dubai, UAE

L E A D E R S H I P

Message from the
Chief Executive
Arshad Mahmood · Founder & Chief Executive Officer
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OV E RV I EW

Abu Ali is a Dubai design-and-build contracting group whose principal business is industrial

construction — pre-engineered steel warehouses, open and workshop sheds, storage and logistics

facilities, and the service, office, and MEP works that complete them.

The group has held a Dubai trade licence continuously since November 1976 and operates today through two

licensed entities. Abu Ali Contracting LLC (549995) holds building contracting to ground-plus-twelve storeys

and steel constructions contracting. Abu Ali Central AC and Technical Services LLC (101098, the original 1976

licence) holds air-conditioning and ventilation, glass and aluminium, tiling, painting, carpentry and wood

flooring, and false ceilings and partitions.

Across five decades the group has built in excess of one million square feet of industrial, commercial and

residential floor area in Dubai. The two companies are registered with the Federal Tax Authority as a single tax

group, so a client dealing with either is dealing with one business. Between the two licences, every trade on an

industrial contract is performed under our own licence and by our own employed people. Head office and

workshop are in Al Quoz 3, within working distance of Al Quoz Industrial, Jebel Ali, JAFZA, Al Layan, Dubai

Investments Park, and Dubai Industrial City — the zones where the majority of our industrial work is carried out.

What we do

Design-and-build industrial facilities delivered under a

single contract — concept, authority approval,

structure, envelope, MEP, and handover with

completion certificates.

How we work

Self-performed under our own licences. Directly

employed civil, mechanical, glazing, and joinery teams.

Procurement controlled in-house. One project

manager accountable end to end.

L I C ENS ED  ACT IV IT I E S  AC ROSS  THE  G ROUP

Structure

Building contracting to G+12.

Steel constructions contracting.

Both under licence 549995.

Envelope & finishes

Glass and aluminium installation,

tiling, painting, carpentry and

wood flooring, false ceilings and

partitions.

Mechanical

Air-conditioning, ventilation and

air-filtration systems installation

and maintenance.

C OM PA N Y

Who We Are
Industrial design-and-build contractor · Dubai, UAE
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1976 Trade licence 101098 issued 16 November 1976

DEPARTMENT  OF  ECONOM IC  DEVELOPMENT,  DUBAI

Every date below is evidenced by a licence, permit, or authority-stamped drawing held on file. Both trade licences carry

a QR code that resolves to the live Government of Dubai record, and copies are provided with any submission on request.

Records of a substantial number of projects completed before 2005 were not retained in documented form. Where a project

cannot be evidenced by a certificate, a stamped drawing, a photograph, or a contactable client, it is not listed in this profile.

H E R I TAG E

Fifty Years in Dubai
Documented. Not claimed.

1976 Licensed in Dubai — 16 November 1976

Trade licence 101098 issued by the Department of Economic Development, covering air-conditioning and

ventilation, glass and aluminium, tiling, painting, carpentry, and partitions. Licence held on file.

1988 Civil and structural works

Scope extended to civil and structural contracting across Dubai and Sharjah; permanent site workforce

established.

1995 In-house engineering

Structural engineering and quantity surveying brought in-house. First multi-storey residential complex

delivered.

2003 Abu Ali Contracting LLC incorporated — 20 October 2003

Trade licence 549995 issued, adding building contracting to G+12 and steel constructions contracting.

Licence held on file.

2008 Aluminium & glass workshop

Own fabrication and installation capability established for façades, shopfronts, windows, and industrial

glazing.

2010 Industrial construction

First pre-engineered steel building delivered in Jebel Ali. Industrial sheds and warehousing become a

standing line of business.

2014 HVAC & mechanical division

Mechanical, ventilation, and air-conditioning capability brought in-house under the group's 1976 licence,

allowing full MEP delivery on industrial contracts.

2022 Wood & carpentry workshop

Dedicated Al Quoz joinery workshop opened, completing the six-division structure the group operates

today.

2026 Fifty years · industrial focus

Business consolidated around industrial and warehouse construction across Al Quoz, Jebel Ali, JAFZA, Al

Layan, DIP, and Dubai Industrial City.
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K EY  FACT S

50
YEARS  L ICENSED  IN
DUBAI

G+12
BU ILDING
CONTRACT ING
CLASS IFICAT ION

2
L ICENSED  GROUP
ENT IT IES

6
IN-HOUSE  DIV IS IONS

103
PERM IT-DOCUMENTED
COMPLET IONS

30+
ENGINEERS  &
MANAGERS

200+
DIRECTLY  EMPLOYED

1M+
SQUARE  FEET  BU ILT

ZON E S  O F  OP E RAT ION

Al Quoz Industrial

Workshop sheds, warehouse

units with mezzanines, service

blocks, and conversions. Head

office and joinery workshop

located here.

Jebel Ali · JAFZA

Pre-engineered steel

warehouses, logistics facilities,

loading bays, and free-zone

authority coordination.

Al Layan · DIP · DIC

Open sheds, gas and bulk

storage, industrial warehouses

with mezzanines, compound and

service works.

AUTHOR IT I E S  W E  SU BM IT  TO

Dubai Municipality

Building permits, structural

approval, setting-out, and

completion certificates.

Currently named contractor on

DM-stamped drawings at Al

Layan.

Trakhees & JAFZA

Free-zone building permits, HSE

registration, fire and life-safety

approval.

DDA · DSO · DEWA

Development authority

approvals, utility connections,

and NOC coordination.

OV E R V I EW

Capability at a Glance
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Industrial buildings are engineering problems before they are architectural ones. Clear height, column

spacing, floor loading, vehicle turning circles, fire compartmentation, and power distribution decide

whether a building is usable. We design around those constraints first.

Our industrial work is delivered as design-and-build. We take the operational brief — what is stored, how it

moves, what lifts it, how many vehicles arrive — and produce a structure sized for it, submit it to the relevant

authority, procure the steel, erect it, pour the slab, install the envelope and services, and hand it over with the

completion certificate and the fire NOC in place.

C O R E  CA PA B I L I T Y

Industrial Construction
Steel, concrete, envelope, and services under one contract

Pre-engineered steel buildings — portal frame structures with insulated sandwich panel or profiled sheet cladding,

translucent roof lighting, and ridge or turbine ventilation.

Open sheds and canopy structures — clear-span covered storage for gas, bulk material, and vehicle handling, with

service and office blocks integrated into the compound.

Concrete and hybrid structures — RCC framed industrial buildings and mixed steel-over-concrete arrangements

where loading or fire rating requires it.

Mezzanine warehouse units — ground-plus-mezzanine industrial units, individually metered and let, with shared

service blocks and compound access.

Power-floated concrete slabs — designed for racking loads and forklift traffic, with joint layout, reinforcement, and

surface hardener specified to the operation.

Loading and access — roller shutters, sectional doors, dock levellers, loading aprons, hardstanding, and heavy-duty

compound paving.

Fire and life safety — sprinkler systems, fire pump rooms, hydrants, detection and alarm, and Civil Defence approval

through to final acceptance.

Industrial MEP — LV distribution, lighting design, compressed air, ventilation, exhaust, and process drainage,

delivered under the group's own mechanical licence.
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Pre-engineered steel warehouses

Single and multi-bay portal frame warehouses with

clear internal spans, insulated envelope, natural and

mechanical ventilation, and integrated office

accommodation.

Open sheds & gas storage

Clear-span covered storage with service blocks,

compound walls, and hardstanding — built to Dubai

Municipality and Civil Defence requirements for

hazardous and bulk materials.

G+M industrial warehouse units

Ground-plus-mezzanine warehouse units for

manufacturing, laundry, storage, and light industry,

with office mezzanines and separate service blocks.

Workshop sheds

Fabrication, maintenance, and light manufacturing

sheds with reinforced slabs, crane provision,

compressed air, exhaust extraction, and service yards.

Logistics & distribution

Racking-ready storage buildings with dock levellers,

loading aprons, vehicle circulation, and dispatch office

blocks.

Service & utility blocks

Substations, pump rooms, plant rooms, gatehouses,

and welfare blocks integrated into the industrial

compound.

A L SO  DE L IV E R ED

Alongside the industrial line, the group continues to deliver commercial buildings and fit-out, façade and glazing packages,

and private residential construction — the same in-house divisions, the same licences.

Commercial & mixed-use

G+2 to G+12 commercial

buildings, retail, showrooms, and

office fit-out.

Aluminium & glass

Curtain wall, shopfronts,

industrial glazing, and

balustrades — fabricated in our

own workshop.

Residential

Private villas, extensions, and

service blocks across Dubai's

residential communities.

B U I L D I N G  T Y P E S

What We Build
Industrial typologies delivered end to end
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Stated below are the parameters within which we contract directly. Work outside these ranges is undertaken with a

specialist partner and declared as such at tender stage.

PARAMETER RANGE  DEL IVERED

Licensed building classification Ground + 12 storeys (DED licence 549995)

Steel constructions contracting Licensed activity — pre-engineered and bespoke steel structures

Clear span (portal frame, single bay) Up to 30 m, no internal columns

Clear internal height (eaves) Delivered above 10 m; 9.30 m eaves / 10.30 m ridge currently

under contract at Al Layan 1

Built-up area, single contract Up to 5,000 sqm completed; 1,818.98 sqm G+M workshop and

storage currently under contract

Multi-unit industrial schemes Four warehouse units with mezzanines plus service block — 1,213

sqm new build, Al Quoz

Floor slab loading Designed and built to 50 kN/sqm

Overhead travelling crane provision Over 10 tonne, with runway beam and gantry design

Mezzanine floors Structural steel and RCC mezzanines, integrated office and

storage levels

Envelope Insulated sandwich panel, profiled steel sheet, masonry infill,

precast

Roof systems Standing seam and screw-fixed profiled sheet, translucent

lighting, ridge and turbine ventilators

Doors & access Roller shutters, sectional overhead doors, dock levellers, high-

speed doors

Fire protection Sprinkler, hydrant, fire pump room, detection and alarm — to Civil

Defence acceptance

MEP delivered in-house HVAC, ventilation and air filtration, LV distribution, lighting,

plumbing and drainage — under group licence 101098

Design capability Concept design, authority submission, and shop drawings

produced in-house; DM and JAFZA schemes submitted 2025–

2026

Design codes worked to BS 8110:1997 · BS 5328 · BS 4449 · Dubai Green Building

Regulations

Every parameter above is offered as a declared capability and can be evidenced by drawings, a completion certificate, or a site

visit on request.

T E C H N I C A L

Capability & Limits
Declared parameters for pre-qualification
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On most industrial contracts the main contractor holds the programme and subcontracts the work.

Delay then travels through commercial negotiation before it reaches the site. We hold the trades

directly, under our own licences, so it does not.

Design & Engineering

Architects, structural engineers, quantity surveyors,

and draughtsmen. Concept design, structural

calculation, shop drawings, and authority submissions

produced in-house.

Project Management

A dedicated project manager and site engineers per

contract, with programme, procurement log, and

progress reporting issued to the client on a fixed cycle.

Civil & Structural

Directly employed teams for excavation, foundations,

reinforcement, concrete, blockwork, steel erection,

and slab finishing. Own plant and formwork.

HVAC & Mechanical

Licensed for air-conditioning, ventilation, and air

filtration. Ductwork, plumbing, drainage, and fire pump

installation and commissioning.

Aluminium & Glass

Licensed for glass and aluminium installation and

maintenance. Own workshop producing curtain wall,

windows, doors, shopfronts, and industrial glazing.

Wood, Tiling & Finishes

Licensed for carpentry and wood flooring, floor and

wall tiling, painting, and false ceilings and partitions —

the whole finishing package on an industrial office

block.

WHAT  TH I S  M EANS  ON  AN  INDUSTR I A L  CONTRACT

S T R U C T U R E

Self-Performed Scope
Six divisions. Two licences. Employed, not brokered.

Steel erection, slab pour, cladding, and MEP first-fix are sequenced by one planner, not negotiated between four

companies.

Late client changes — an extra shutter, a repositioned office, a heavier slab bay — are priced and absorbed without a

variation chain.

Snagging is closed by the same people who built the item, which is why handover does not stall.

Procurement of steel, panel, and mechanical plant is held by us, so lead times are visible to the client from day one.

ABU  AL I  CONTRACT ING  LLC  ·  COMPANY  PROFILE  2026 10



M E T H O D

Delivery Method
Brief to certificate

01
Operational brief

We start with the operation, not the plot. What is stored and at what height, what moves it, how many vehicles

arrive and how they turn, what power and air the process needs, and what the fire load is. These answers size the

building.

02
Design & authority submission

In-house architectural and structural design, coordinated with MEP from the first drawing. We prepare and lodge

the full submission — Dubai Municipality, Trakhees, JAFZA, DDA, DEWA, and Civil Defence as applicable — and

carry it through to permit.

03 Procurement

Steel, cladding, doors, and mechanical plant procured directly against the approved design. Lead times are fixed

and shared with the client before mobilisation, so the programme is built on confirmed dates.

04
Substructure & slab

Excavation, foundations, holding-down bolts set to survey, ground beams, and the power-floated slab with the joint

layout and reinforcement designed for the declared loading.

05
Erection & envelope

Portal frame erection, purlins and bracing, roof and wall cladding, roof lighting and ventilation, roller shutters and

access doors, followed by the office and service block.

06
Services & commissioning

Electrical distribution and lighting, HVAC and ventilation, plumbing and drainage, compressed air where required,

and the fire system through to Civil Defence inspection and acceptance.

07
Snagging & handover

Internal snagging against the specification before the client is invited to inspect. Completion certificate, testing and

commissioning records, as-built drawings, and O&M documentation issued at handover.
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Open Shed & Service Block — Al Hesan Trading LLC UNDER  CONSTRUCT ION

CL I ENT

Al Hesan Trading L.L.C

LOCAT ION

Al Layan 1 · Plot 9871010

AUTHOR ITY

Dubai Municipality

SCOPE

Design & build

A clear-span open shed with an attached service block, built for the storage and handling of bottled gas at Al

Layan 1. Abu Ali Building Contracting LLC is the named contractor on the Dubai Municipality approved drawings.

Works commenced 2025 and are on site now.

The structure is a steel-framed open shed at 5.65 m eaves and 6.65 m ridge over a raised and levelled slab,

enclosed by a full-height reinforced boundary wall with controlled vehicle access. Foundations are cast with

holding-down bolts and base plates set to survey ahead of frame erection, and the service block is built in

blockwork alongside.

ITEM DETAIL

Structure Steel-framed open shed with attached service block

Eaves level · roof level +5.65 m · +6.65 m above ground floor level

Ground floor level +0.30 m, interlock +0.15 m

Compound Full-height reinforced boundary wall, gate, interlock hardstanding

Consultant · engineer Raees Ahmad, architect · Syed Jawad, structural

Built-up area Approximately 500 sqm covered, within a walled compound

C U R R E N T  P R O J E C T

Al Hesan Gas Storage
Open shed & service block · Al Layan 1, Dubai
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A L  HE SAN  GAS  S TORAGE  —  P ROG R E S S  R ECORD ,  S E P T EM B E R  2 0 2 6

ABU  AL I  CONTRACT ING  S ITE  BOARD  —  AL  LAYAN  1 BOUNDARY  WALL  AND  COLUMN  STARTER  BARS

BASES  CAST,  HOLDING-DOWN  BOLTS  SET  TO  SURVEY CONCRETE  PLACEMENT  BY  BOOM  PUMP

COMPOUND  UNDER  CONSTRUCT ION  —  SERV ICE  BLOCK  AND  SHED  FOUNDAT IONS

APPROVED  SHED  ELEVAT IONS  A  AND  B  ·  DUBAI  MUN ICIPAL ITY  STAMPED
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G+M Industrial Warehouse — Al Mahra Laundry UNDER  CONSTRUCT ION

CL I ENT

Al Mahra Laundry

CONSULTANT

Nile Engineering Consultants

LOCAT ION

Al Layan 1 · Plot 9874663

SCOPE

Design & build

A ground-plus-mezzanine industrial warehouse built for a commercial laundry operation, combining production

floor, storage, and mezzanine-level accommodation within a single insulated envelope. The scheme received

Dubai Municipality approval and construction is under way.

The building is a steel-framed structure with vertically profiled cladding and full-height glazed openings to the

entrance elevation, a power-floated ground slab designed for wet-process loading, and an internal mezzanine

with independent stair access. Drainage, ventilation, and extraction are designed around the laundry process

rather than retrofitted to it — every toilet, store, and pantry mechanically ventilated via wall or roof extract fans

to ASHRAE standards, as noted on the approved drawings.

ITEM DETAIL

Building type Ground + mezzanine industrial warehouse (laundry and storage)

Structure Steel frame with profiled cladding and glazed entrance elevation

Consultant team Razmi Tajeb, architect · Ezzat Osama, structural engineer

Built-up area including mezzanine 1,250 – 2,000 sqm

C U R R E N T  P R O J E C T

Al Mahra Industrial Warehouse
G+M warehouse for laundry and storage · Al Layan 1, Dubai
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Warehouse & Service Block — Al Ttay, Dubai COMPLETED

CL I ENT

Saleh Mohammad Alhammadi

CONSULTANT

Klick Engineering

LOCAT ION

Al Ttay, Dubai

SCOPE

Design & build

A single-bay pre-engineered steel warehouse with an integrated service and office block. The structure is a

clear-span portal frame with profiled steel cladding, translucent roof lighting to reduce daytime lighting load,

and full-height roller shutter access on the elevation.

Internally the building is delivered as a clear, obstruction-free floor with a power-floated slab, perimeter

blockwork lining, and a partitioned service block at one end. The mechanical package includes ventilation,

plumbing and drainage, and a dedicated fire pump room commissioned to Civil Defence requirements. Civil

works, steel erection, envelope, blockwork, mechanical, and finishes were all self-performed.

ITEM DETAIL

Structure Clear-span pre-engineered steel portal frame

Envelope Profiled steel roof and wall cladding, translucent roof lighting

Access Full-height roller shutter doors to main elevation

Floor Power-floated reinforced concrete slab

Ancillary Service and office block, fire pump room, compound wall and

gate

Built-up area Approximately 500 sqm including service and office block

Dubai Municipality permit 301636-2-2 · 21 May 2017 · plot 284-0383, Al Ttay

Job reference · completed J-201 · 2017

C OM P L E T E D  P R O J E C T

Al Ttay Warehouse
Pre-engineered steel warehouse with service and office block
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A L  TTAY  WA R EHOUS E  —  PHOTOG RA PH I C  R ECORD

CLEAR-SPAN  INTERNAL  FLOOR PORTAL  FRAME  AND  PURL IN  ARRANGEMENT

SERV ICE  BLOCK  PART IT ION  AND  GLAZ ING TRANSLUCENT  ROOF  L IGHT ING

ROLLER  SHUTTER  ELEVAT ION FIRE  PUMP  ROOM  —  COMM ISS IONED

COMPLETED  BU ILDING  W ITHIN  COMPOUND  —  AL  TTAY,  DUBAI
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New PEB Warehouse — Plot S20143, JAFZA South CONCEPT  PROPOSAL  ·  2026

A full concept design produced in-house for a new pre-engineered warehouse on an occupied industrial plot in JAFZA

South — site strategy, plot coverage, ground and mezzanine layouts, cross section, elevations, and external envelope

schedule. The scheme resolves a constrained triangular parcel alongside an existing warehouse while preserving vehicle

circulation and fire tender access.

This drawing set is design work, submitted as a proposal. It is shown here as evidence of in-house engineering capability,

not as a completed building.

GROUND  FLOOR  PLAN  —  OPT ION  A CROSS  SECT ION  A–A

ELEVAT IONS  AND  EXTERNAL  ENVELOPE  SCHEDULE

D E S I G N  &  E N G I N E E R I N G

JAFZA PEB Warehouse
1,000 sqm warehouse + 200 sqm mezzanine · concept design
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7
INDUSTR IAL  SCHEMES

9,150
SQM  FLOOR  AREA

3
INDUSTR IAL  ZONES

2026
ALL  CURRENT  YEAR

RECYCLING PLANT & WORKSHOP — AL LAYAN 1
· 2,209 SQM

G+M PHARMACEUTICAL WAREHOUSE — AL
LAYAN 1 · 1,456 SQM

G+M LAUNDRY WAREHOUSE — AL LAYAN 1 · ON
SITE

GAS STORAGE OPEN SHED — AL LAYAN 1 · ON
SITE

FOUR WAREHOUSE UNITS + SERVICE BLOCK —
AL QUOZ · 1,568 SQM

WORKSHOP & STORAGE FACILITY — AL LAYAN 1
· 1,819 SQM

SCHEME LOCAT ION BU ILDING FLOOR  AREA

Recycling plant, workshop & G+M office Al Layan 1 PEB hangar + RCC office 2,208.75 sqm

Pharmaceutical distribution warehouse Al Layan 1 PEB G+M warehouse 1,455.89 sqm

Four warehouse units + service block Al Quoz Industrial PEB shed, G+M units 1,567.40 sqm

PEB warehouse + mezzanine JAFZA South PEB portal frame 1,200.00 sqm

Ground floor storage shed Al Layan 1 PEB shed 899.60 sqm

Gas storage open shed + service block Al Layan 1 Steel open shed On site

Laser Craft workshop & storage facility Al Layan 1 PEB G+M workshop 1,818.98 sqm

I N D U S T R I A L  P R O G R AMM E  2 0 2 6

What We Are Building
and Pricing Now
Contracts signed, approved schemes and live tenders — current at date of issue
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Recycling Plant, Workshop & Allied Services — 2,208.75 sqm IN  TENDER  ·  2026

G+M  OFFICE  BLOCK  —  SOUTH  ELEVAT ION HANGAR ,  SORT ING  YARD  AND  CIRCULAT ION

PARAMETER DES IGN

Plot area · plot coverage allowed 3,160.48 sqm · 50%

Total built-up area 2,208.75 sqm

Ground floor · ground service · mezzanine 1,432.80 · 369.12 · 321.53 sqm

Building grid 60.55 m (A–L) × 35.86 m (1–10)

Hangar eaves · ridge · total height +8.35 m · +10.60 m · 11.80 m

Compound wall 183.56 m

I N D U S T R I A L  P R O G R AMM E

Recycling Plant & Workshop
Processing hangar, maintenance workshop and G+M office · Al Layan 1
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